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exertions, and to push your efforts to the extent of your
power, without being able to bring It to any favourable
issue; you have exerted all your strength hitherto without
effect, and you cannot now divide a force found already
inadequate to its object; my opinion is for withdrawing
your forces from America entirely, for a defensive war you
never can think of; a defensive war would ruin this nation
at any time and in any circumstances ; an offensive war is
pointed out as proper for this country; our situation points
It out, and the spirit of the nation impels us to attack rather
than defence; attack France, then, for she is your object;
the nature of the war with her is quite different; the war
against America is against your own countrymen; that
against France is against your inveterate enemy and rival;
every blow you strike in America is against yourselves, even
though you should be able, which you never will be, to force
them to submit; every stroke against France is of advantage
to you ; the more you lower her scale, the more your own
rises, and the more the Americans will be detached from her
as useless to them: even your victories over America are
favourable to France, from what they must cost you in men
and money; your victories over France will be felt by her
ally; America must be conquered in France; France never
can be conquered in America.
" The war of the Americans is a war of passion ; it is of
such a nature as to be supported by the most powerful
virtues, love of liberty and of country, and at the same
time by those passions in the human heart which give
courage, strength, and perseverance to man; the spirit of
revenge for the injuries you have done them, of retaliation
for the hardships inflicted on them, and of opposition to the
unjust powers you would have exercised over them; every-
thing combines to animate them to this war, and such a war
is without end; for whatever obstinacy enthusiasm ever in-
spired man with, you will now have to contend with in
America; no matter what gives birth to that enthusiasm,
whether the name of religion or of liberty, the effects are the